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at human history as a whole, or in any of its depart-
ments as we know it Can we say that our present
civilisation is the steady, orderly outcome of man's
past history in the same way that a fully-developed
organism is the outcome of its first germ ? Can we
say that all our past has been co-operant to this end ?
Manifestly not.

What makes us think so is that, as far as we
know, ours is the highest civilisation so far attained.
Moreover, it rests on a wider basis than any other
civilisation. It is cosmopolitan. It is recorded, and
protected against oblivion and extinction, as no pre-
vious one. Were it overwhelmed in one hemisphere
it would reintegrate itself from the other. Hence
there is every reason to think it will last as long as
-ccian, and that it will progress and develop without
disastrous interruptions. For this reason we are
tempted to trace this expanding stream of progress
back to the very beginnings of human history, and
forcibly to include the whole of that history between
its banks. Nothing could be more unhistorical.
Only the barest trickle from the Past mingles with
its waters. The rest has sunk into the earth or
evaporated into the clouds, and affects us as little as
the history of Mars or Jupiter. For all that concerns
us, the history of Central Africa, or aboriginal America,
is .mere waste. It might never have happened. I
am not sure that we owe anything considerable to
Assyria. And when we point to our debts to Egypt
and Greece, let us not deceive ourselves. They have
not lived on in us, but have died that we might live.
We have not steadily built up the structure that they
began, but have gathered stones from their ruins to